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Education 
Ohio University, Athens, OH 
Currently working on my B.A. degree in Wildlife Biology.  
 
Classes I have taken that would qualify me for this position, and course 
descriptions: 
Bios 170: 
Cellular and molecular biology.  Introduction to the chemistry of life, cell structure and 
function, and the principles of inheritance. Laboratories enhance lecture coverage of 
major topics with emphasis on experimental design and critical analysis. 
 
Bios 171: 
Animal organ systems. Designed for science majors and pre-professional students. 
Introduction to multicellular life, organ systems, anatomy, physiology, and animal 
development; emphasis is on comparative strategies within the animal kingdom. 
 
Bios 172: 
Ecology and evolutionary biology.   Introduction to the principles of evolution, ecology, 
and behavior. 
 
Bios 173: 
Laboratory survey of the major phyla of the animal kingdom to reveal evolutionary 
relationships and structural and functional characteristics. Laboratory includes 
microscopy and dissection. 
 
Psy 221: 
Introduction to descriptive and inferential statistics with emphasis on inferential statistics. 
 
Bios 325:  
Principles and concepts of genetics as revealed by classical and modern investigation. 
 
Bios 320: 
Comprehensive introduction to the structure and function of animal cells, emphasizing 
fundamental principles and concepts of modern cell biology and the dynamic nature of 
cells and their components. 
 
Bios 330: 
Study of the microevolutionary and macroevolutionary processes and patterns that 
explain and characterize the history and diversity of life on Earth. 
 



Bios 376: 
Quantitative analysis of field problems in field ecology; consisting of design of field 
experiments and hypothesis testing, graphic and statistical analysis of data; interpretation 
of results and report writing. 
 
Bios 459: 
Evolutionary origin, taxonomy and classification, anatomy physiology, ecology, behavior 
and genetics of reptiles (turtles, crocodilians, tuataras, lizards, and snakes). Field 
techniques of safe capture and monitoring for population presence and abundance. 
Identification of Ohio species and North American genera and families. 2 lec, 3 lab and 
field trips. 
 
Bios 436: 
A field and laboratory course to introduce students to insect taxonomy and field sampling 
methods. Emphasis on equipment and protocols for collecting/monitoring insects in their 
natural habitats, and laboratory procedures for identifying and preserving specimens. 
Students will become familiar with common insect families and the use of taxonomic 
keys to identify them. Grades based on field projects, laboratory practicals, and a final 
project (insect collection). 
 
 
Fieldwork Experience 
 
Organization for Tropical Studies South Africa study abroad 
Through Duke University, Fall 2006 
The professors I worked closest with were Dr. Laurence Kruger 
(Kruger@botzoo.uct.ac.za) and Dr. Graham J. Alexander 
(graham@gecko.biol.wits.ac.za).  Dr. Alexander was a visiting herpetologist on the trip 
and he oversaw my first research project there on the differences in herpetofauna between 
two different substrates; grasslands and rocky terrain.  He is also the Senior Lecturer in 
the School of Animal, Plant and Environmental Sciences at the Witwatersrand University 
in Johannesburg, South Africa.  Working with him in the field gave me the chance to pick 
up new techniques and experience with drift fencing, pitfall traps, double-ended funnel 
traps, habitat assessment methods, and habitat structure assessment specifically for 
reptiles, as well as active searching for reptile species.  I and one other student did the 
second research project with Dr. Kruger overseeing us.  The same surveying methods 
were used for this trip as well; drift fencing, pitfall traps, and double-ended funnel traps. 
While on this trip my love of reptiles grew to new peaks, I was constantly looking for all 
types of reptiles everywhere that we went.  
 
Amphibian Survey in Mineral, OH 
This survey included the use of drift fencing and road surveying to attempt to discover a 
preference in where the Ambystomatid salamanders were crossing the road during their 
migration.  During these amphibian road surveys, I gained knowledge on the use of GPS 
units, and converting that information into excel format and then into mapping format.  
This allowed us to use the information gathered to provide data on where the highest 



density of migration was located for Ambystomatid salamanders.  These figures were 
then used to determine the usefulness of “Love Tunnels,” or tunnels under the road for 
the salamanders could to through to avoid road fatalities.   
 


